MAPLE LEAF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

IMPORTANT DATES

Message from Our Principal

JANUARY
• School reopens
• Secondary Exams
• Secondary Textbook Distribution
• Turn Around Day - No school
for Secondary Students
• Graduation Photo Day

DECEMBER 2016

3
19-20, 23-25
25 & 26
26
31

FEBRUARY
• Forest of Reading Challenge begins
1-28
• Acedemic Assembly - Grds. 7 - 12 (Tentative) 3
• Elementary Reports go home
8
• What’s Your Write Launch Assembly
10
• OSSLT Practie Test (Gr. 10)
13
• Elementary Parent/Teacher Interview
- Half day school for Elementary students
14
• Secondary Curriculum Night - Semester 2 16
• Secondary Learning Skills Reports go home 24
• CARNIVAL BREAK
Feb. 27 & 28, March 1-3

Maple Leaf International School is a
private co-educational, independent
day school offering classes from
Kindergarten to Grade 12. Established
in 1994, and located in Alyce Heights,
Petit Valley, Maple Leaf is registered
with both the Ministry of Education in
Trinidad & Tobago and Ontario, Canada.
Graduates earn an Ontario Secondary
School Diploma, in compliance with the
curriculum requirements of the Ontario
Ministry of Education. The school places
a balanced emphasis on academics,
service
achievements,
leadership
opprtunities, as well as athletics and
the arts. Maple Leaf offers a seamless
transition from elementary to secondary
school with a supportive and close-knit
community of students, parents, staff
and alumni.

Dear Parents, Guardians, Staff and Students,
The past few months have gone by so quickly and here we are...Christmas is
upon us! The school halls and classrooms are beautifully decorated with trees
and lights. I hope you were fortunate to come to our Christmas concert because
you can’t help but remember the excitement on the children’s faces or hum a
song that is still stuck in your head.
As you browse through all the pictures, just remember these are your children
and how willing they are to offer a helping hand, give of themselves through the
blood drive and think of others with the Brown Bag, Book Drive and Poor Man’s
Dinner. Thank you!
Thank you to parents & guardians for supporting our November to Remember
Fundraiser, of which part proceeds will go back into the school to benefit your
children. To all the parents who generously give of their time and send copious
amounts of baked goods for fundraising sales, etc., thank you!
To all our staff - a wonderful, professional group of people who arrive in the wee
hours of the morning and stay until “the job gets done”, which often means
spending hours at night and on weekends preparing. Thank you!
Christmas brings family and friends together. Take time during the rush of the
holidays to enjoy the things in life that really matter. This is a time that helps
us appreciate all the love we often take for granted in our lives. May the true
meaning of this holiday season fill your homes and hearts with many blessings.

Debora Jones
Principal
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COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING
POOR MAN’s DINNER
Once again Maple Leaf supported the annual Servol
Poor Man’s Dinner in recognition of poverty across the
nation. This was held on Wednesday, November 23rd,
2016 at the Trinidad Hilton and Conference Centre.
This year it was attended by sixteen of our students
and three teachers. They were treated to a simple but
delicious meal of chicken soup, a roll and a glass of
water which was surely enjoyed by all! The proceeds
from this event are used for Servol’s programmes for
disadvantaged children and adolescents in society.
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BROWN BAG CHARITY DRIVE
Each year, Maple Leaf International School supports
a number of charities during the Christmas season
through our Brown Bag Charity Drive run by Ms.
Pechlof. The charities that benefit from this drive
include the St. James Police Youth Club, KIND (Kids In
Need of Direction), Shaping Her for Excellence (S.H.E.)
Foundation and The Shelter for Battered Women and
Children. These organizations depend on donations of
food and other items they use in Christmas hampers
and throughout the year.
Maple Leaf has run this Christmas Charity Drive for a
number of years because we believe that it is important
for our students to understand the value of giving back
and helping others who are less fortunate than ourselves.
Students in JK to Grade 3, Grades 9 to 12 and staff, each
received a brown paper bag to fill based on the attached
list. One hundred and forty five bags were collected.
These were then sorted, repackaged then distributed to
the various charities.
Thank you to all families who returned full brown
bags and helped make Christmas special for someone,
somewhere.
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‘TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING
BLOOD DRIVE
Thank you to the blood donors who gave willingly to the
voluntary blood drive at Maple Leaf International School
on Friday 18 November, 2016. There were 31 volunteers

made up of students, staff and parents and the Blood
Bank managed to get 16 pints. Thank you to Miss
Gibbes, Mrs. Ross-Kydd and Mr. Wiley for organising
it and we are grateful to the Friends of the Blood Bank
Association for facilitating the drive.
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LIBRARY
BOOK DRIVE
The Maple Leaf Library held two book drives during the
month of November. The first book drive was in aid of Let’s
Read, a local organization that aims to assist children in
primary schools with reading; and the second book drive
assisted a high school in the Port of Spain area.
A total of 265 books were collected. For each book donated
two house points were awarded to the students’ school house.
At the end of the drive Blue house was victorious with 170
points and Yellow came in fourth position with 104 points
Green House took 2nd place with 138 points and Red house
took 3rd place with 118 points.

VISIT FROM AN AUTHOR
On the 16th, 18th and 25th of November, 2016, the Maple
Leaf Library hosted local children’s author, Ms. Jaime Lee Loy
who conducted readings/talks with our Grades One to Four
classes. She is the author of the recently published children’s
illustrated picture book Last Seen in Trinidad.
“’Last Seen In Trinidad,’ is a local Christmas story that teaches
young children about our local Christmas customs. It is a
story about Santa Claus visiting Trinidad and falling in love
with parang in Paramin, pastelles, and our local beaches. He
falls so in love with our local culture that he almost forgets
to deliver presents until he is reminded by the protagonists
who adventure to find him. Mention is given to details of
our Trinidad Christmas - from poinsettias to parranderos,
the creche, black cake and ginger beer.
At these readings, Mrs. Lee Loy not only read from from
her book, but also brought some elements of Trinidad’s
Christmas. These were poinsettias, Chac Chacs and a
Quattro. Students and staff alike also had the opportunity to
purchase her book.
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INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR
On Wednesday, December 7th, Ms. Crawford’s Grade
11 Food and Culture class presented their culminating
activity - the International Food Fair. The fair was
a cultural and culinary display highlighting various
countries. The students were required to select a
country to research. They also prepared cultural dishes
associated with their chosen country. Secondary
students and staff members were invited to sample the
delicious food from around the world and what a treat
it was!
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SCHOOL SPIRIT
CHRISTMAS DOORS
The Student Council (STUCO) coordinated the
Annual Christmas Door Decorating contest for both
Elementary and Secondary classes. Themes ranged from
Sunny Caribbean scenes to Winter Wonderlands and
everything in between. In the true spirit of Christmas,
students came together to brainstorm and create their
designs. Ms. Lidstone’s Grade 12 English class came out
the Secondary school winner with their ‘Advent’ Door
and Mrs. Lewis’ Grade 1 class captured the prize in the
Elementary category for their ‘sELFie’ design. They both
were awarded a pizza party.
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GOOD LUCK!

The First Lego League Robotics Club is getting ready for the
NIHERST preliminary Tyre Shop Challenge on December
17th, 2016. Teams are to build an autonomous robot that
will complete pre-designed missions in a specific time. Good
luck team!
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To all Parents, Guardians, Staff and Graduates
who helped make this event a success

THANK YOU from the PTA!
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NOTICES
SCHOOL FEES

School Reopens on
Tuesday, January 3, 2017.

School Fees for students of JK to Grade 8
are due and payable on January 1st, 2017
and fees for Grades 9 to 12 are due on or
before Feb 1st, 2017. Reminder invoices
will be sent out. Please settle promptly to
avoid late fees.

We look forward to seeing all our
staff & students in the new year,
refreshed and ready for school!

Business Leadership class is hosting a

Bingo Night
Saturday January 14th.

All funds raised go towards the Autistic Society of
Trinidad and Tobago. We encourage all to come out
and support this great cause!
We are also seeking sponsors to provide prizes (hampers, gift
certificates, etc.) and donate food and drinks for this event, so
please contact Ms. Mummery if you are willing to donate at
gmummery@mapleleaf-school.com
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